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The AIA New Jersey Design Awards program celebrates the exceptional work of New Jersey architects and
recognizes projects that demonstrate design excellence, innovation, and a commitment to improving the built
environment.

Open to projects of all scales, budgets, styles, and building types, the program highlights the diverse range of work
created by New Jersey architects and showcases the many ways architecture shapes our communities, enhances
daily life, and responds to the evolving needs of society.

Through thoughtful design, collaboration, and a commitment to the values of the profession, these projects
exemplify the impact architects have in creating meaningful spaces, strengthening communities, and advancing a
more resilient, equitable, and sustainable future.
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A project may be submitted, provided the project and its submitting firm/architect adhere to the following criteria.

SUBMITTING FIRM
The submitting firm must be the Architect of Record* and/or the Design Architect. In the case of multi-office firms,
eligible projects are limited to work done primarily by the NJ-based office as the Architect of Record 
and/or Design Architect.

* The AIA National Ethics Council typically views the Architect of Record as the legal entity that has contracted for
and completed the work in question. This entity can be a corporation, partnership, or individual architect.

AIA MEMBERSHIP
The submitting firm, as Architect of Record and/or Design Architect, must have at least one Principal who is a
current AIA New Jersey architect member in good standing.

AIA FRAMEWORK FOR DESIGN EXCELLENCE
Each submission will be required to demonstrate how the project meets a minimum of three of the ten defining
principles of AIA Framework for Design Excellence. Each project will have up to 750 words to explain a minimum of
three design excellence principles incorporated into the project. Link to AIA Framework for Design Excellence. 

2026 Tri-State Design Awards Call for Submissions

It is also a Tristate Design Award Competition year, providing additional recognition opportunities for outstanding
projects across the region. Projects submitted to the AIA New Jersey Design Awards program between 2023 and
2026 are eligible to be submitted for consideration in the Tristate Design Awards Competition, which recognizes
design excellence across participating AIA chapters in the region. There is a separate Submission portal and fees
to participate in the TriState Design Awards – for more details, click here.

https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/aia-framework-design-excellence
https://aia_tri-state_awards.secure-platform.com/a
https://aia_tri-state_awards.secure-platform.com/a
https://aia_tri-state_awards.secure-platform.com/a


The cost per project entry is $150 for the first entry and $100 for each additional category you submit the project in.
Please note that your project can only win in one category.  
Firms are permitted to enter as many projects as they want.

ENTRY FEE



PROJECT CATEGORIES
All projects submitted must be blind. There will be no mention of the submitting firm, project team members,
consultants, clients, or any identifying information within the submission materials.

BUILT PROJECTS
Built Project categories recognize design excellence in various kinds of built architectural projects. Submissions
may be a single building, a related group of buildings, interior architecture, additions, restorations, or adaptive use
projects. Entries may be eligible in more than one category; however, a separate fee is required for each category
submission made, per fee information listed above.

1.Open
Eligibility: Public and private projects: single buildings, a related group of buildings forming a single project, and
additions/renovations including but not limited to commercial, institutional, mixed-use, multi-family, and
educational projects.

2.Residential Design
Eligibility: Single-family residences, accessory buildings or Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADUs), new or remodeled, or
any addition.

3.Preservation
Eligibility: Projects including historic preservation, historic restoration, historic rehabilitation, reconstruction, and/or
adaptive reuse.

4. Interior Architecture
Eligibility: projects of any scope that may be new construction, renovation, preservation, restoration, rehabilitation,
or reconstruction, that focus on interior space only.

5.Built Sustainability 
Eligibility: Recognizes excellence in ecological stewardship, including reduced environmental impact and reduced
energy consumption, as well as attention to quality-of-life issues,
resiliency, and community engagement within the environment. Must demonstrate adherence to a sustainability
standard LEED, Green Globes, Passive house or similar. Ideal projects have
also met the AIA Design 2030 Commitment Criteria. 

6.Small Project // Object
Object, artwork installation, work of environmental art, furniture etc. 

7.Small Project // Under $500,000
Small project construction, or architectural design under $500,000 in construction cost.

8.Small Project // Under $1.5 Million
Small project construction under 1.5 million in construction cost.

9.Small Project // Under 3,000 Square Feet



REGIONAL AND URBAN DESIGN (Built and Unbuilt Projects)

Eligibility: urban design projects, planning programs, civic improvements, campus plans, Master plans,
environmental programs or redevelopment projects. Examples might be research, policy development and
implementation, community initiatives or charrettes, and input and assessment tools

Projects may be submitted in one of two subcategories:

10.Built Regional and Urban Design Projects
Eligibility: Completed projects that demonstrate the successful implementation of regional or urban design
strategies. Eligible work may include built urban design projects, civic improvements, campus plans, redevelopment
projects, environmental initiatives, and other realized planning effort

11.Unbuilt Regional and Urban Design Projects
Eligibility: Planning, research, policy, and design initiatives that have not yet been fully implemented but
demonstrate a compelling vision for future communities and environments.



AIA New Jersey Design Award Submitter & Project Information 
After creating an account and logging in on OpenWater, you may view the entire submission form and save your
submission as you work to complete it. You may log back in at any time to finalize your submission before the
submission cutoff date. You will not be asked to process payment until your submission is complete.
Please note; all submission materials must be blind including narratives, file names, photo/rendering and plan
captions, and all copy/content included in file uploads. Please double-check your materials. Submissions whose
materials indicate a firm affiliation will be disqualified.

Preview the required and optional fields for the submitter information, project information, and project images in
the table below. Asterisks in the table below denote a required field.

https://aianj.secure-platform.com/site/solicitations/102013/home


Project Information
Project Category
You may submit a project in multiple categories; HOWEVER, you can only win in ONE category with that particular
project. There is an additional charge for each extra category.

Built Projects
Built Open 
Resident Design
Preservation
Interior Architecture
Built Sustainability
Small Project/Object
Small Project/Under $500,000
Small Project/Under $1.5 Million
Small Project/Under 3,000 Square Feet

Regional & Urban Design
Built
Unbuilt

Unbuilt Projects

Project Title

The total project cost includes all architectural budget
items such as design fees, consultant fees, permits, and
construction costs.

Project Budget

Street Address
Street Address Line 2
City
State
Zip Code
Country

Project Location

Provide 70-word project synopsis Up to 70 words, Standard Text

Up to 150 words, Standard Text

Up to 400 words, Standard Text

Up to 400 words, Standard Text

How did the completed project address these goals?

Provide 400-word project narrative.

What were the agreed upon goals of the project?



AIA Framework For Design Excellence
The AIA Framework for Design Excellence outlines 10 key principles representing the values of 21st-century
architecture. These principles aim to guide the profession toward a zero-carbon, equitable, resilient, and healthy
built environment and should be considered from project conception through completion. Click here for details on
the AIA’s Framework for Design Excellence for category descriptions and guiding questions. In this section, please
select up to three (3) principles of the Framework for Design Excellence that your project meets.  

Design for Integration
Design for Water
 Design for Resources
 Design for Equitable Communities
 Design for Economy
 Design for Energy
 Design for Change
 Design for Ecosystems
 Design for Well-Being
 Design for Discovery

Your narrative may address strategies, performance,
innovations, or challenges met through the design 
process

Up to 750 words, Standard Text

AIA Framework for Design Excellence – Project Narrative



Adding Additional Team Members
If you have additional team members, select Yes here and include the following information. You can add as many
team members are you like. 







THE JURY
Each year, the AIA New Jersey Design Award Committee assembles a jury of distinguished architects selected for
their breadth of experience, commitment to design excellence, and unique perspectives on architectural practice.
Jury members are invited based on their leadership and contributions to the profession, ensuring a range of voices
and viewpoints.

The jury is intentionally composed of professionals from outside the AIA New Jersey region, allowing for an
independent and unbiased review of submissions. This external perspective helps ensure that projects are
evaluated solely on the strength of their design quality, innovation, and impact.

The jury will have sole discretion to determine whether to select a recipient for an award and how many awards to
present. All projects that reach the final round of jurying will be considered for the following awards.

HONOR AWARD    
May be granted, at the jury’s discretion to projects that exemplify distinguished achievement in any category.

MERIT AWARD 
May be granted, at the jury’s discretion to any project that either lies outside of the other
categories or bears an exceptional aspect that the jury feels represents excellence which deserves recognition.

DESIGN AWARD HONORS

Email or call Christina Goldstein - Cgoldstein@njpsi.com or (609) 393-5690

QUESTIONS
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